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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[5.09 pm]:  Before questions without notice I was referring to an agenda by the Town of East Fremantle, a copy 
of which was sent to me, to give an example of the type of balanced arguments to which I have been exposed.  
Some arguments have been critical of me; some have been critical of the campaign that has been run against me.  
Others have outlined their disappointment with the consultative approach.  I accept that criticism.  I have 
outlined a plan that I will put into place to address some of those issues.  

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  Ninety-eight councils are against you.   

Hon JON FORD:  I am a bit concerned about some of the figures being suggested by Hon Robyn McSweeney.  
I have been advised that of the 101 local governments that have considered the matter, only 23 have accepted 
WALGA’s no-confidence motion.  Some of the councillors with whom I spoke suggested - Hon Paul Llewellyn 
referred to this - that they did not realise that they were dealing with the voting system matter and that they 
merely approved a line item on the agenda to approve the motion put to them by WALGA.  Clearly, some 
councils did not understand what they were being asked to deal with; others did.  Of the 144 local governments 
that have considered this issue, only 23 have supported a no-confidence motion.  Of the 91 local government 
representations that I have been involved with personally, none has said that the respective council has no 
confidence in me.  In fact, most of them said that they hope that I stay in the job.  They are critical of the fact that 
during this and the previous Parliament there have been five Ministers for Local Government and Regional 
Development.  They are not keen to have another one.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  You’re lucky then, aren’t you?  That’s what’s saving you. 

Hon JON FORD:  It is probably a case of better the devil they know.  I will accept that. 

Hon Nigel Hallett asked a question about costs.  The Department of Local Government and Regional 
Development is seeking funds in the order of $600 000 to assist local government in adopting the proportional 
preferential voting system, should it be put in place.  The costs associated with the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission is a different issue altogether.  As I said before, I am concerned about some costs that have been 
brought to my attention at various meetings.  I find it difficult to understand why local government must bear the 
cost of a ballot that was not performed.  I am sure that there is a reason for that, but I will look into it.  I do not 
think that is reasonable.  The department is also liaising with the WA Electoral Commission on preparing 
computer software packages to be provided to local governments to assist them in the smooth running of 
elections. 

In conclusion, I am very happy that we have decided to go down this route.  I would have hated the change to the 
date for local government elections to be delayed by a lengthy debate.  I am sure that we will have a lengthy 
debate on the committee’s report.  I commend the bill to the house. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Committee 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the chair; Hon Jon Ford (Minister for Local Government 
and Regional Development) in charge of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The house has agreed to the Committee of the Whole House considering an instruction on 
this bill.  The question I will put to the committee is that it agree to split the bill in accordance with the following 
motion of Hon Paul Llewellyn -  

 That the Committee of the Whole divide the bill into two separate bills -  

 (1) The first to have the title of the “Local Government Amendment Bill 2006” and is to consist 
of - 

  (a) the long title; 

  (b) clause 1; 

  (c) clause 2 with subclause (2) deleted and substituted with - 

    (2) Section 15 comes into operation on a day fixed by proclamation. 

  (d) clauses 3 to 11 inclusive, 13, 14, 15 and 18, 
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 (2) The second to have the title of the “Local Government Amendment Bill (No. 2) 2006” and is 
to consist of - 

  (a) a long title - 

   An Act to amend the Local Government Act 1995. 
  (b) the following clauses - 

   (i) clause 1, “Short title” - 

    This is the Local Government Amendment Act (No. 2) 2006. 

   (ii) clause 2, “Commencement” - 

     This Act comes into operation on a day fixed by proclamation. 

   (iii) clauses 3, 12, 16 and 17, 

 and to do such things as may be necessary to achieve that purpose, and thereafter report the bills 
separately to the house. 

Should the committee agree to the motion, the minister will be invited to report progress; and, if the report of the 
committee is adopted, I understand that Hon Paul Llewellyn will move a motion to discharge the order of the day 
on the Local Government Amendment Bill (No. 2).  If that motion is agreed to, the Local Government 
Amendment Bill will be recommitted for the purpose of committee consideration of the matters contained in it.  
The question is that the motion be agreed to. 

Question put and passed; bill thus divided. 
Report 

Bill reported, with amendment, and the report adopted. 
 


